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Board Member’s Giving Makes a
Brighter Tomorrow Possible

Masonicare trustee Bill Deickler
recalls how, as a young Mason,
he first learned about the good
work of Masonicare and how
giving to the Annual Appeal
benefitted residents and patients
in need. It not only inspired his
own generous giving, but also
that of his lodge.
“I found it really interesting,”
said the Past District Deputy and
Past Master of Jerusalem Lodge
No. 49 in Ridgefield, “that
Masonicare was founded by
Masons, beginning with the
creation of The Masonic Charity
Foundation and the opening of
the Masonic Home over a century

ago. At Jerusalem No. 49, we
contributed to The Foundation as
a lodge. We’d pledge gifts five,
ten years at a time. As I became
more involved in my lodge, I
worked to keep that commitment
going because I always felt
Masonicare was well-run.”
Bill was already supporting the
Masonicare mission financially
when he volunteered to devote
more of his time and energy to
the cause. In 2001, he was
appointed to the board of what

phorically, it’s not that different. In
either arena, the themes of building and improving are mutually
applicable.
“I’m amazed at how
Masonicare just keeps getting
better,” he said. “The changes
I’ve seen from when I started in
2001 to now are huge. The
organization’s leadership always
seems to be focused on trying to
anticipate, as well as they can,
what’s coming down the pike.
They want to be prepared, and

was then known as Ashlar of
Newtown. He joined the
Masonicare Board of Trustees in
2008 and was elected Vice
Chairman in 2016.
Coming from a background in
buying, developing and renovating properties, Bill says that he
enjoys his board service because
it’s “totally different” from what he
does for a living. And yet, meta-

from my perspective, they’ve
done very well in that regard.”
All of which has fueled Bill’s
excitement for the future of
Masonicare. But tomorrow, just
as they do today, Annual Appeal
donors like Bill will play an important role in helping Masonicare
meet the evolving needs of its
residents and patients.
“I hope and expect that the

“ Using Annual Appeal dollars to pay for
the little things that make life more
enjoyable is just fantastic.”

The Masonic Charity
Foundation of Connecticut
The Philanthropic Affiliate of Masonicare

Deickler – Continued on Page 4
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Your Dollars at Work

New “Ears” for Long-Term
Care Residents

Masonicare Health Center resident Yvette
Rouillard watches television with the help
of TV Ears, a digital wireless headset
system purchased with funds contributed
to the Annual Appeal

In the evenings, Masonicare
Health Center resident Yvette
Rouillard likes to watch television. Her roommate prefers to
read in silence.
Thanks to your gifts to the
Masonicare Annual Appeal,
Yvette and other long-term care
residents now have the use of
TV Ears, a digital wireless
headset system that allows the
wearer to turn up the volume as
loud as they want while others
2

listen to the television at a
comfortable volume … or not at
all. So that she doesn’t have to
disturb her roommate, Yvette
puts the TV on mute and listens
through her headset only.
“This is a perfect example of
Annual Appeal dollars helping
enhance the quality of life of
Masonicare residents in need,”
said Foundation Executive
Director Jennifer King. “We
were so happy to receive the

request from Administration to
fund the purchase of TV Ears
because it identified a clear and
specific need that would impact
many long-term care residents
in a positive way.” ▪

The Masonicare Annual Appeal: Enhancing the quality of life of Masonicare residents and patients in need
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At Masonicare at Ashlar Village ...

Beth Collins “Pays it Forward”

There’s an ageless curiosity
found with Masonicare at Ashlar
Village resident Beth Collins. It’s
a curiosity that has guided her on
travels to locales near and far
and, closer to home, inspired her
to ask herself what more she
could do to make her corner of

Prior to retirement, Beth
worked in IT (information
technology) at companies like
Quest Diagnostics and
Community Health Care Plan, a
Connecticut HMO. She has
always loved traveling for work
and pleasure.
She was living in Wallingford,
not far from the Masonicare
campus, when she decided to
move to a retirement community
where she could join a new,
constantly replenishing social
group. On her first visit, she
recalled, she knew Ashlar Village
would be the best fit.
“It was welcoming and
vibrant,” she said. “I’d looked at
other communities – even
volunteered at one in the area –

the world a better place. One of
the ways she’s done that is by
giving to the Masonicare Annual
Appeal.
Gifts to the Annual Appeal
help Masonicare cover the cost of
programs and services that
wouldn’t be paid for by any other
means, including spiritual
programs, resident transportation
services, recreation programs,
and CNA accompaniment on
medical out-trips.

and Ashlar Village had a strong
culture of volunteering. Maybe it’s
because the organization was
founded by Masons. Residents
and staff smile at you and call
you by your first name. I knew
this was home as soon as I
walked through the halls.”
Since moving to Ashlar Village
in 2013, Beth has volunteered in
the Resident Office, serves on
the Welcome Committee,
organizes game nights and

“ I give because Masonicare is my home
and the people who live here are my
family. ”

picnics, and found many other
ways to occupy her time. She
adores jigsaw puzzles, as
evidenced by a collection at her
cottage that includes a working,
three-dimensional jigsaw puzzle
grandfather clock. For a time, she
even conducted interviews with
friends and neighbors that were
transcribed and archived in a
central location where any
resident can read them.
“I’ve met so many interesting
people here,” she said, “and I
love the process of getting to
learn what they’re passionate
about.”
Ashlar Village residents are
also among The Masonic Charity
Foundation’s most generous
donors. Last year, that group
contributed a record $101,672 to
the Annual Appeal.
“I give because Masonicare is
my home and the people who live
here are my family,” she said.
“The Annual Appeal is worth
supporting and I know that the
money donated is being put to
good use. And when I meet new
people who move in to Ashlar
Village, I tell them about The
Masonic Charity Foundation. We
all may need to be taken care of
someday, and giving to the
Annual Appeal is a way to pay it
forward.” ▪

You can make a gift today at masonicare.org/mcf
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Deickler

Continued from Page 1

money we donate will continue to
be used to benefit those who
need it most,” he said. “Using
Annual Appeal dollars to pay for
the little things that make life
more enjoyable is just fantastic.
That alone should be reason
enough for anyone to give.”
“Bill has been very steadfast in
his support over many years,”
said The Masonic Charity
Foundation’s Executive Director,
Jennifer King. “He cares deeply
about the well-being of Masoni-

care residents and patients and
expresses his commitment to
them through his board service
and his generosity to The
Foundation.”
Although Bill’s giving priority
remains the Masonicare Annual
Appeal, King appreciates his
financial support of – and
attendance at – various
Foundation special events, as
well as his leadership role in
encouraging his lodge to donate
so generously.

“As a long-time Masonicare
employee,” added King, “I always
find it inspiring to view
Masonicare through Bill’s eyes.
He reminds us to stop and reflect
on how far the organization has
come, delivering on its promise to
care for our residents and
patients in need. I’m grateful to
Bill for the positive impact he has
had on The Foundation and
Masonicare.” ▪

Leaving
a
Legacy
Your gifts to the Masonicare
Annual Appeal are having a
tangible and meaningful impact
on the lives of seniors in need.
But a gift in your will, also known
as a bequest, is another
wonderful way to support The
Masonic Charity Foundation of
Connecticut and a powerful
statement to others of your belief
in the mission of Masonicare.

Bequests are also fully deductible
for federal estate tax purposes.

Should you wish to remember The Foundation in your Will,
we encourage you to provide the following bequest language
to your attorney:
“I give, devise, and bequeath all the rest, residue, and
remainder of my estate, or ____% (percentage) of my
estate, or $____ (sum of money) to The Masonic Charity
Foundation of Connecticut, Inc., located in Wallingford, CT.”
Bequests provide important revenue in support of the
mission of Masonicare, enabling us to provide the highest
quality healthcare programs and services to our residents and
patients.
Please note that The Foundation is a nonprofit 501 (c) 3
organization and its full, legal name is “The Masonic Charity
Foundation of Connecticut, Inc.” The Foundation’s federal tax
identification number is 06-1435920. ▪

If you would prefer not to receive any future fundraising communications from The Masonic Charity Foundation of Connecticut, please
write to us at MCF of CT, P.O. Box 70, Wallingford, CT 06492, Attention: Administrative Assistant. Please provide your full name and
street address. Note that it may take six to eight weeks to make your request fully effective.

